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Connecticut Avenue Streetscape & Deckover Project 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

What is the Connecticut Avenue Streetscape & Deckover project? 

The project will bring a new, multi-modal streetscape along Connecticut Avenue NW from north of Dupont 

Circle to California Street NW. This new street design will include bicycle and pedestrian amenities, a more 

pedestrian-friendly corridor, and new green infrastructure elements.  

As part of this project, DDOT will also construct a plaza over the Connecticut Avenue underpass to create a 

multi-use public space between Dupont Circle and Q Street NW. 

What is the project timeline? 

Design will be completed early 2021. Construction is anticipated to start in winter 2021 and may take between 

24-30 months. 

How many public meetings have been held for this project? 

There have been two public meetings. Public Meeting #1 was held on April 26, 2018 and Public Meeting #2 on 

June 25, 2019.  A third public meeting will be scheduled later in the design process. 

Has there been coordination with government agencies like DC SHPO, CFA, NCPC and/or NPS? 

Yes, this project has been reviewed by these agencies. DDOT presented an initial concept to the Commission of 

Fine Arts (CFA), National Park Service: National Mall and Memorial Parks (NPS), National Capital Planning 

Commission (NCPC), DC Office of Planning (DC OP), and DC Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) in October 2015. 

A follow-up meeting occurred in April 2016. Ongoing coordination with these agencies continues. 

What is the status of the project’s NEPA study? 

The project is following the National Environmental Policy Act. A Categorical Exclusion (CE-3) has been drafted 

and is anticipated to be submitted to FHWA this summer (2019) for approval. 

Has there been coordination with WMATA, Dupont Circle BID and ANC? 

Yes, the project team meets regularly with the WMATA, BID and ANC to maintain an open flow of information 

and explore context-sensitive solutions for the project design. The project team met with community groups 

and the ANCs in the spring of 2018. A survey was provided to ANC 2B and the Dupont Circle BID to assist these 

organizations with identifying their priorities for the plaza design, following the April 2018 public outreach 

effort. Responses to the survey included a resolution by ANC 2B in support of the proposed Connecticut Avenue 

streetscape and deck-over. Feedback from the ANC and the BID was considered throughout the design process. 

Discussions with WMATA are ongoing including coordination for adjustments to bus stops, and approvals for 

the geotechnical testing and structural design near WMATA facilities. 

Will parking be eliminated? 

Up to 17 parking spaces may be eliminated from the northbound and southbound service drives between 

Dupont Circle and Q Street NW as part of the deckover design. 

Will bike lanes be installed? 

No, bike lanes will not be installed as a part of this project. DDOT is looking at the feasibility of protected bike 

lanes along the whole Connecticut Avenue corridor through the Connecticut Avenue Reversible Lane Study. The 

current project does not preclude future accommodations of bike lanes once a feasibility determination has 

been made.  
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Why does the plaza design have an opening? 

The purpose of the opening is to provide ventilation for smoke in case there is a fire in the tunnel. This is 

necessary to meet current fire codes. 

Can the plaza opening be covered with an elevated stage that allows for ventilation? 

Not in this space. The stage would have to be at least 12’ high to meet the smoke-ventilation requirements and 

would then impact the historic viewsheds. 

How will trees be addressed along the corridor? 

The project proposes to add trees. Trees in poor condition will be removed and replaced. The project team is 

coordinating closely with DDOT Urban Forestry Division (UFD) to minimize impacts on existing trees and to 

provide new trees that will enhance the streetscape. 

Has there been coordination with the adjacent projects in the area? 

Yes. The project team is actively coordinating with each of the project teams.  

Below is a map of the adjacent projects and approximate timelines. 

Will there be short-term improvements made to the corridor to address safety? 

Yes. Safety is our priority. Pavement markings and flex posts will be implemented summer 2019 to address 

some of the immediate safety concerns along the corridor. 

How will businesses be affected during construction? 

Businesses will remain open during construction. Construction crews will be required to provide continuous 

access to businesses during the construction period to the extent practicable, and to coordinate with the 

adjacent business owners to construct the sidewalk in a manner that maintains at least one-point access when 

possible. Business owners will be contacted for feedback during construction. 

How can I receive project updates during construction? 

DDOT will communicate often through public meetings, project-specific website, traffic advisories, Variable 

Message Signs (VMS) and other tools to maintain open lines of communication with the public. 

To learn more about the Connecticut Avenue Streetscape & Deckover project visit 

www.ctavestreetscapeplaza.com. 


